Rule 18.3 — searching for ball

18.3¢(2)/2 - Player May Ask Others Not to Search for
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If a player does not plan to search for his or her original ball because he or
she would prefer to continue play with a provisional ball, the player may ask
others not to search, but there is no obligation for them to comply.

If a ball is found, the player must make all reasonable efforts to identify
the ball, provided he or she has not already played the provisional ball
from nearer the hole than where the original ball was estimated to be, in
which case it became the player’s ball in play. If the provisional ball has not
yet become the ball in play when ancther ball is found, refusal to make

a reasonable effort to identify the found ball may be considered serious
misconduct contrary to the cpiril‘ of the g;mg {Rule |,2a}.
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After the other ball is found, if the provisional ball is played from nearer the
hole than where the other ball was found,and it turns out that the other
ball was the player’s original ball, the stroke at the provisional ball was actually
a stroke at a wrong ball (Rule 6.3¢).The player will get the general penalty and,
in stroke play, must correct the error by continuing play with the original
ball.



